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VOL. 3. ‘6¥E SHALL KNOW THE TRUTH, AND THE TRUTH SHALL MAKE YOU FREE.”—sESUS CHRIST. No. 15. 
| {$2 in advance. | PROVIDENCE, R. I. SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1826. ['$2 50 in six months. | 
PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY, Fiducation pursued in Mr. Hatpane’s| der the earth ; e tongue should 
Br J. S. GREENE & F. C. SWAIN, school, and of this ntleman’s exertions td confess that Jesus ‘is Lord to the glo- 


; ii damit’ nied spread the Gospel in Scotland, on the con-| ry of God@he 

At No. 8, North eer (3d story) near the r , and in other places. After attending earth and 
ee RI G.E the course of studies prescribed, Mr. B. 

Rev. DAVID PICKERING, Enron. preached in Scotland for several years, and | 


Things in heaven, 
h, is a common par- 
d New Testament 
e. What can be» 
















Cranston & Mansuaxt, Printers. ha& several invitetiorfs to settle ; but in Ji. e. beings in 
nn | every instance refused, preferring a miss- > Jesus, if spiriu- 
MISCELLANEOUS. ionsry life.—From reading he had conceiv-! al worshi ® What other wor- 

aan ' ed a strong predilection fof Americe. This ship can ? And if the wor- 
BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. was in no degree diminished by his ‘further of Christ in WPM be spiritual, should 

Mr. Russert,—A desire has been exci-| advance in life and progress in kaowledge.—- | not that’ p Ought to be in tem- 
ted in many of your readers—by your for-| After determining to come to this country, ni spiritual also ? Rev. 


mer references to this Book, and by Mr. | he resided a year at Edinburgh, and Nl 
Sazine’s late offer,—to have some further | ded several courses of lectures in that Uni-|: ook, 
information respecting Mr. Batrour, andj versity. There he became acquainted with u entyeemers fell down before 
the Inquiry he has published. Being per-| Rev. Dr. Copmay, ot Dorchester, and sailed | the ing’ erery@ne of them harps 
sonally acquainted with the man, and hav-; with him from Leith to London, from this and gélden vials i of ours, which 
ing carefully examined his book, I cheerfully | place he sailed to Halifax, N, S. in 1806. a of saints, And they ‘sung 
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communicate the desired information. | After spending the wintér in visiting vari-/ ne ayitig, thou drt worthy to take 

Warrer Batrour was born at St. Nini-! otis parts of that province, he came to the | the dto open th thereof ; for 
ans, Scotland. He was fully initiated into| Uni'ed States. He soon took up his resi-| thou slain and redeemed us to 
the religious creed of the Church of Scotland ' dente in Charlestown, Mass. where he con- | God by tiijblood, out of every kindred, and 
during his childhood and youth. He early | tinued to preach to a small congregation of tongue, and people, afd nation ; and hast 
received strong religious impressions under | orth’ dox christians until convinced, by, a|made us unto our God kings and priests ; 
the preaching of Mr. Wm. Surrirr, then |thorough examination of the Scriptures, of | and we shall reign on the earth. And Ibe- 





Minister of St. Ninians, now Paster of a \thegeapscriptural nature of his orthodox sen- held and J iy ice cf many angels 
Baptist Congregation in’ Glasgow. From . ite has veen listeued to with mucA ! round about thé fone and the beasts and 


his earliest years Mr. B. had a strong love} interest in most of the orthodox churches in | the elders ; and the number of them was 
for reading. From this source of information, ; this vicinity. When he came to this coun- | ten thousand times ten thousand, and thou- 
and from an habitual petusal of the Script- try he was a firm believer in the doctrine of, sands of thousands ; saying with a loud 
ures, he was led to doubt the correctness of the Trinity, and especially in the doctrine voice worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
some of his religious impressions and opin-| of the endless misery of all the wicked,— | receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and 
ions. His doubts related to the general as-| When the controversy, relative to the form- | strength, and honor, and glory, and bless- 
pect of,the Church of Scotland, as establish-| er doctrine arose in this vicinity a few years |ing.—And every creature whieh fs in hea- 
ed by law—her government—rather than) since, he was led to give the subject athor-/ ven, and on the earth, and under the earth, 
the doctrines of her creed. He was in no’ ough examination ; and at length came to| such as are in the sea ; and all that are in 
smal! degree weaned from his mother church, | the conclusion, that his views on it were un-| them, heard I saying, blessing, and honor, 
by reading some of the ablest works on)scriptural. The latter doctrine—the end-| and glory, and power, be unto him that sit- 
church government. Besides, a weekly less misery of all the wicked, he still contin- | teth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for 
meeting was held in the villiage—by a se-|ued to believe and preach until Mr. Srv- ever and ever. And the four beasts said 
lect number of about twelve or fifteen, for! art’s letters to Dr. Cuanninc appeared. ‘Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell 
prayer and conversation on the Scriptures.|In reading these, one or two paragraphs down and worshipped him that liveth for ev- 
Each member took his turn in prayer, and struck him with peculiar force, as at vari-|er and ever.” If this be not scriptural wor- 
made such remarks on the portion of Scrip+ ance with the doctrine of endless misery,— | ship—and if Christ be not the object of it 
ture read, as seemed correct and pertinent. | a doctrine known to be a principle article in here, I am unable to produce a case, where 
One of Mr. S.’s deacons was ofthis number,| Mr. S’s religious creed. | With a view to| worship can be called spiritual and divine.” 
and Mr. S. himself frequently attended. | obtain further light, he immediately address-! ‘ Such, sir, are the Scriptures you have 
While these things were gradually infus-' ed several letters to Mr. Stuart, which were quoted, and such are the comments you 
ing a little light into the mind of Mr. Bat-! published in the Universalist Magazine, and have given, and this is the paragraph which 
rour, Mr. Rosert Hatpane—a rich gen-|the numbers containing them forwarded to arrested my attention. Upon reading it, 
tleman in the neighborhood—determined to} Andover. A short extract from his first let- the following ideas rushed into my mind with 
devote a large share of his fortune in diffus-| ter, will acquaint your readers with the par-| much violence.—-“ Things in heaven, earth 
ing a knowledge of the Gospel in Scotland, agraphs which so forcibly affected his mind. | and under the earth,” is a paraphrasis for 
and other places. To accomplish this be-| “In your third edition, proving that di-|the universe ; this universe worships Christ 
nevolent design, he selected twenty-five! vine honors and worship are ascribed to with spiritual and divine worship, and yet 
persons with a view to educate them for th¢| Christ; you have the following quotations Mr. Stuart believes, that many in this very 
ministry. The deacon, referred to above,| from Scripture and observations.” universe are to be punished in hell for ever. 
and Mr. B. made two of thisnumber, Ma:| Phil. ii. 10,11. ‘“ That at the name of T paused, and concluded, that I certainly 
ny of our readers probably have some knowl: | Jesus every knee should bow, of things in | must have read and understood you wrong. 
edge of the thorough course of Theological heaven, and things in earth, and things un- I returned, and read with careful atte,tion, 
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the whole division of your subject, in which | 


the above quotation oceurs, but found to my | 


to mean a place of endless misery for 
wicked, ° 





’ s 
ation by a great part of the religious, com- 


hat it was intended to mean was | munity. If a man under mistaken views of 


surprise I had not. After repeated perusals | expressed by God in these words,—“‘ The | a religious doctrine, avows his mistaken sen- 
of it, and after much reflection upon it, lam | house appointed for all the living ;”” by Sol- ,timents, and thereby brings more truths to 
constrained to think, that you either are or omon, “ all go to one place ;” by David, in | light and excites inquiry, are not these vale 


ought to be a Universalist. Sure I am, that. 
nothing which I have ever read or heard, in} 


speaking of his dead child, “I shall go to 
him, but he shall not return to me.” fn the | 


uable ends served to society ?” 
As this communication is intended as 4 


so few words, so conclusively establishes second section, all those passages in the | statement of facts rather than a review, and 
the doctrine of Univerggl Salvation. Hav-| New Testament in which hades occurs afe | as I have already trespassed upon your lim- 


ing received the i 


jon, from reading considered. The word is used eleven times | its, I must abstain from remarks, or from 


your letters, that you are a candid, honest in the New Testament. It isrendered once’ further extracts ; though many might be. 


sto adress you. I 
hink, that you se- 
hally be saved, and 
ieye.a different doc- 


man, it has led me th 
eannot suffer myself tay 
cretly believe all will 
publickly profess to beheyw 
trine. i have coneliifed, that this passage 
of your letters must hay been inadvertent- 
ly written, or you must have some way of 
getting rid of difficultigg from the texts. you 
have quoted and your Comments, of which I 
candidly confess my igmorance. ‘ihe object 
of this correspondence ‘is to state to you 








what has occurred tO me, and to request fur- ; 


' grave, and ten times hell. 


He concludes | 
that this word in Greek corresponds to sheol 


‘in Hebrew; and consequently does not! 


‘mean a place of endless misery. To these | 


; two conclusions there will probably be no! 


: objections from biblical critics. In the third 

section the wotd tartarus, which occurs in| 
‘TE Peter ii. 4: and is translated Acil, is con- : 
sidered. This.being a word of Latin deri- 
vation, is said to meaa the same as hades. 
:In the four first sections of the second chap- | 
ter, the word gchenna, as occurring in the | 


made which would be read with great inter- 
est. It has been said, that granting all that 
this Inquiry claims, the doctrine of a right- 
eous retribution—the doctrine that God will 
render unto every man according to his 
deeds, will not be in the least affected ; for 
it is in no degree dependent on these passa- 
ges of seripture. This is the opinion ot ma- 


‘ny ; and may be one reason why the book 
‘has not been noticed in our larger periodie- 


al journals, I finish by saying, that whoev- 
er shall become acquainted with Mr. Bat- 


ther information from you on this subject.” | New Testament, is considered ; and some} Four, will find him a man of superior en- 


The letter from, which this extract is ta- 


\facts therewith connected. This word is'| 


dowments and acquirements—of great frank- 


ken was followed with Several others, writ-| used twelve times ; and is always translated | ness, sterling honesty, and strict integrity— 


much earnestness ; for he found 
difficulty and could discover no wa 


@en with much ability—much ii and 


| hell. 


It was used by cur Saviour and the | 


of a most profound acquaintance with the 


self in | apostle James onl¥ ; in nine of the places in | Scriptures and of ardent piety ; and whoey- 
‘con-| which it was used by our Lord, he was ad-jer shall read his book, will find great fair- 


sistency with his s@preme desire for truth, /dressing his believing disciples ; it is never| ness, a large display of scriptural knowl- 


by which to extricate himself. As no an- addressed to the heathen ; and the apostle | edge, and a christian spirit. 


It is to be ho- 


swer was returned to, these letters, he ad-| John omits those sayings of Christ in which | ped Mr. Sinive will be his imitator in these 


dressed a private one to Mr. S. but signed 
himself as before, ‘* An inquirer after truth,” 
which was his real mas . Mr. S. then 
lied in a shoft igh the Univer- 
palist M ine ; the substance of which is, 
that his professional duties do not permit 
him to reply to newspaper criticism from 
anonymous authors ; that he thinks the wri- 
ter of the letters a confirmed Universalist, 
and desirous enly of provoking a dispute ; 
that he cannot interpret scripture as the wri- 
ter does, but could give his reasons why, on- 
in a friendly conference. His expecta- 
tions, therefore, of obtaining any light on 
the subject from Mr. 8. being at an end, he 
resolved to devote his whole attention to an 
impartial investigation of the subject.—His 
attention was directed wholly to the Scrip- 
tures in their original languages. After 
nearly three years he published his Inquiry, 
as the result of a part of his investigation. 
The object of the author in his Inquiry, 
is to discover the scriptural meauing of the 


words Sheol, Hades, Tartarus anil Gehenna. 


all translated hell in the common English | 


version. The book contains 448 pages.— 
It is divided into two chapters. 
consists of three, and the second of seven 
sections. In the first section of the first 
chapter, every passage in the Hebrew Scrip- 
tures, in which Sheol occurs, is carefully ex- 
amined. Inthese writings this word occurs 
sixty-four times. It is rendered by our 
translators three times pif—twenty-nine 
times grave—and thirty-two times hell. Af- 
ter a prolix examination, he arrives at the 
‘conclusion that the word was never intended 


The first , 


,it occurs. The original word translated | 
' eternal, everlasting, for ever, is never ap- 
| plied, either to sheol, hades, or acherne. 
is conclusion is, that gehenna was né¥ 
intended to mean a piace of endless misery, 
or an emblem of a place of endless misery ; 
but merely an emblem of the temporal ca- 
lamity coming on the Jewish nation. The 
correctness of this conclusion will probably 
be disputed. The fifth section is devoted 
to a consideration of the evidence for this 
doctrine afforded by the Apocrapha and 
Targums ; and the sixth to a consideration 
of the objections to the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation. The seventh section contains 
concluding remarks, from which I take the 
following extract : 

‘“Ifin this investigation I have travelled 
beyond the record, let this be candidly poin- 
ted out by an appeal tothe same record. If 
| the popular doctrine, that hell is a place of 








} endless misery be trne, it can, and it must 
| be supported from the Scriptures. Should ; 
‘it be found upon examination not true, but j 
that I have shown it false, no man who fears 
God, who regards truth, and wishes well to 
his fellow-men, can blame me for callig the 
/ attention of others to this important subject. 
If my views are found erroneous, and_prov- 
ed satisfactorily to be so, I shall not regret 
for a moment what I have written. Am I 


asked why I should not regret this; I an- 
swer, because I shall by this, have the op- 
portunity of seeing where my error lies, and 
to renounce it ; and shall also have been the 





means of exciting attention to a subject 
which is implicitly believed without examin- 





respects, should he attempt an answer. 
Columbian Centinel. 


MINUTES 
Of the proceedings of the Middle Ohio Asso- 
ciation of Unitersalists. 

The Ministers, and Delegates, compris- 
ing The Middle Ohio Association of Univer- 
salists, assembled according to adjournment, 
in Franklinton Ohio, at the house of Brother 
Nathan Cole, on the 20th Oct. 1826, and 
opened the session by uniting with Br, Chan- 
dler Rodgers in solemn thanksgiving and 
prayer. 

Organized the Council by choosing Br. 
Nathan B. Johnson, Moderator. and Br. 
Aylett Rains, Clerk. 

Br David Sinclair, addressed the throne 
of grace, and the Council adjourned to meet 
again on Saturday morning, at 9 o’clock. 

Saturday A. M. 9 o'clock. 

Convened in Council, and invoked the di- 
vine blessing, with Br. Trueman Strong. 

Appointed Brs: A. Rains, D. Sinclair, 
and A. Rodgers, a committee of examination. 
PUBLIC EXERCISES, Saturday, A. M. 

The first prayer by Br. A. Rains; thé 
sermon by Br. D. Sinclair, 2d Cor. 5. 10.; 
the Jast prayer by Br. N. B. Johnson. 

PUBLIC EXERCISES, Afternoon. 

First Prayer by Br. C. Rodgers ; Sermon 
by Br. A. Rains, from Ps. 9. 17. ; the clos 
ing prayer by Br. Sinclair. 
| Returned to the Council Hall, and 
seen Brs. C. Rodgers, T. Strong, J. 

unter, T. Raynolds, and W. C ; to 
fraught a Constitution, and by-laws for the 
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regulation, and government, of The Middle 
Ohio Association of Universalists. 

2 Chose Brs. T. Raynolds, C. Rodgers, 
and M. Persel, a standing committee, to 
grant letters of Fellowship, and to examine 
and suspend disorderly Ministers of the Gos- 
pel, belonging to this Association. 

3 Appointed Br. Rains to prepare the 
minutes of the proceedings of this Associa- 
tion, and accompany them with a circular 
letter. 

4, Resolved, That this association be ad- 
journed, to meet in the town of Chillicothe, 
onthe second S&turday, and Sunday, in 


PUBLIC EXERCISES, Evening. 
First prayer by Br. T. Strong : sermon 
by Br. Sweet, from Maith. 12, 31. 32. ; 
concluding prayer, by Br. A. Rains. 
PUBLIC EXERCISES, Sunday, 4. M. 
First prayer by Br. A. Rains ; sermon by 
Br. D. Sinclair, Matth. 6.9. 10. ; last pray- 
er by Br. C. Rodgers. 
Afternoon Service. 
First prayer by Br. Rodgers ; sermon by 
Br. N. B. Vehiaiete Qd Peter, 2, 1. 2. 3. 
Br. Rains seriously addressed ist. The 
Ministry. 2d..the Brethren ofthe Abra- 
hamic faith. 3d. The Congregation, and 
lastly thanked the people in_ this vicinity, 
for their urbanity, and hospitality. 
Concluding prayer by Br. D. Sinclair. 
AYLETT RAINS, Clerk. 
NATHAN B. JOHNSON. Moderator. 


CIRCULAR LETTER. 

The Middle Ohio Association of Univer- 
salists, in Fellowship, to all the Believers in the 
Abrahamic Faith, and to every Son and 
Daugter of Alam, send Salutations of peace 
and good will. 

Dear Breturen : 

Under the benignant auspices of Zion’s 
God, we have been allowed another Aniver- 
sary session: Our “inner man” has been 
fed with the “ bread that cometh down from 
Heaven and, giveth life to the world;” we 
have been refreshed with the crystal streams 
of the river of divine pleasure; our souls 
have received a lively assurance that God 
is, and always will be the ‘“ Saviour .of all 
men” (for he changes not;) and that we 
shall ultimately meet and be united with an 
evangelized, sanetified world, in the full 
fruition of our Father’s graces. With grate- 
ful hearts therefore, for the numberless bles- 
sings of a bountiful Providence, and the 
greatest solicitude for.your spiritual welfare, 
we hasten to unbosom to you our hearts, 
that as children of the same parent, and 
members of the same family we may rejoice 
ogether, and co-operate for the further- 
ance of the peaceful, blissful gospel, of a be- 
nignant Redeemer. 

Our Brethren in the vicinity of this place, 
received us, in the most affectionate, friend- 
ly, christian, and polite manner. Our pub- 


r Councils were charactekized by cheer- 
fulness, civility, and brotherly love, and our 
souls were expanded by the cheering pros- 

ect of the approaching prevalency of the 
Dectdine of Heaven—a doctrine which dis- 
pels corroding fears—heals the broken heart 


{Gur ce serious, and well behaved audience. 


| their recompence—that Jesus Christ came 
|into the world, to save the chief of sinners 
‘from their sins, by saving them from sinning 
|—that he tasted death: for every man, even 
, after the scribes had blasphemed the Holy 
Spirit, and hence must have tasted death 
' for the scribes too; that he prayed for his 


—pours oil and wine into the Samaritan’s, murderers when upon the cross, and that 


wounds—welcomes the starving children of his Father always heareth the prayers of his 


indigence to “a feast of fat things” —is eyes 
to the blind—ears to the deaf—feet to the 
lame—which bursts the doors of death— 
“‘ope’s” the gates of Heaven, and triumph- 
antly “brings life and immortality to light 
by the gospel.” 

The accountability of man to his maker, 
was clearly, scripturally, and rationally pro- 
ven. It was demonstrated, that, as man is 
a finite creature, and God is not a hard mas- 
ter, he only requires of man according to the 
FINITE ability which he has given him, and 
the riniTE obligations under which he has 
placed him. He requires us to love him 
with our whole heart, (which certainly is a 
finite act,) and to yield a proportionate obe- 
dience to his precepts.. The judgments of 
Christ were likewise exhibited, and seriptu- 
rally elucidated, as eventuating in the refor- 
mation of the punished, in making them the 
partakers of the Divine Holiness, by over- 
throwing the Satanic throne, divesting him 
of his usurped empire—spoiling his princi- 
palities and powers—destroying all his works 
and finally, (I mean no offence to his friends, 
if he has any,) this royal dignitary himself ; 
so that every creature in Heaven, on earth, 
Mew (Rev. 5. 13.) shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption, and expatiate, in 
the refined enjoyments, of unsullied, unend- 
ing felicity. ; 

It was likewise clearly shown that a hell 
such as David endured is the inevitable con- 
sequence of wickedness, so that the wicked 
shall not sin with impunity, and go unpun- 
ished. ‘ For the wicked,(not a part of them 
only,) shall be turned into hell, and all the 
nations (no contingency here) that forget 
God.” It was proven that “‘ every trans- 
gression and disobedience, (not part of them 
only,) shall receive a just recompence of re- 
ward :”—t very one who doeth wrong, 
shall receive for the wrong which he hath 
done.—That the wages of sin, which is death, 
(in opposition to the doctrine of the Serpent 
and orthodoxy,) will certainly be awarded— 
that God is too good a paymaster to let the 
sinner go a great while without his wages— 
that those divines who either directly or in- 
directly, would pursuade us, that prohibited 
objects are pleasant, and good for food, 
(Gen. 3. 6.) or in other words, that the 
wicked are happier in this world, than the 
righteous, are not to be credited—but that 
our happiness consists in a virtuous, well or- 
dered life and conversation, and our happi- 
ness through eternity. 

It was proven that even the blasphemous 





lic exercises were witnessed by a large, at- 


| Son ; and that those who now revile the 


, doctrine of impartial grace, and ascribe to 
Christ and his Father the properties of a 
destroyer, should be very careful lest they 
reduce themselves to the miserable condition 
of Jewish apostat d reap froin the flesh, 
as the reward of iniquity, a bitter harvest of 
tormenting con } 
The conduct @ffalSe teachers and their 
cruel and gloomy’ doctrines, were in the 
next place presented to our view, and while 
our minds were cartied away to scenes of 
carnage, we were made to contemplate with 
of sympathy in our eyes, the fire of the 
} ition, the sword of Constantine, and a 
host Of ghostly fi , with vengeance in 
theifeyes, and murder in their hearts, acting 
under the bloody sanction, of the doctrine of 
endless punishment. Their damnable here- 
sies were exposed, their cunning craftiness 
whereby they deceive and make merchan- 
dize of the souls of meny.was exhibited, and 
our souls, were led to abhor a doctrine, 
which, in its nature, is more cruel, than all 
the cruelties perpetrated under the sun. 
Brethren, we were much encouraged at 






this Association. We-have perceived that 
light is marchim en are awak+ 
ing from their ike slumber, The 


knowledge ofthe arts and sciences is daily 
increasing, and with it, a knowledge of the 
true theology. We have seen the star of cé- 
lestial philosophy in the East, and it is wing- 
ing its way to visit all parts of our western, 
religious wilderness. The blue mountains 
of mysticisms seemed convulsed, as with a 
mighty earthquake ; and though they cast 
out fire and smoke, yet suddenly shall they 
vomit out their sulphureous contents, and 
dwindle to their native nothingness, ‘ The 
kingdoms of this world shall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ.” 
Scarcely half a century has elapsed, since 
the silver trumpet of the Gospel of peace 
first sounded upon our American shores. It 
was then blown by an obscure individual.— 
It was the great Murray, who then, amidst 
storms of persecution, “ fought the good 
fight of faith,” travelled from city to city, 
pursued by the frowns, malice, and slanders, 
of a formidable host of enemies, and sowed 
the seeds of truth, in many a heart. Who 
would then have thought that at this period, 
two hundred able Ministers of the New Tes- 
tament, would stand in the armour and spirit 
of their departed champion, to raise their 
fearless voices against the hydra of self-styl- 
ed orthodox corruption? Who would have 





scribes should be restored, after receiving 


thought that in the United States between 
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two and three hundred churches and socie-' 
ties would be consecrated to a Universal Sa- 
viour before the year 1826 ? But so it is.— 
God be thanked. Brethren let us. rejoice. 
“Nations shall come to us, and kings 
to the brightness of our rising.”” Immortal 
prospects are before us, and many objects of 
commisseration around us. ‘ Let us put on| 
the whole armour of God.” “ Let us keep’ 
the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of 
peace,”’ and by well doing put to silence our | 
adversaries. Evines to a gainsaying world, | 
that grace does not lead to licentiousness— 
that the love of Christ constrains to obedi- | 
ence—and that it is yor meat, and your 
drink, to do the will of your Father. En-) 
deavour to live pe with all men.— 
Take good heed that you blame no man for 
his opinion. But in love point out the er- 
rors of your neighbours, and contend earn- 
estly for the faith, which was once delivered | 
to the saints. And now may the God of 

ace, who brought again from the dead our 
a Jesus, that great Shepherd of thie 
sheep, through the blood of the everldsti 
covenant make you perfect in every 
work, to do his will, working in you that 
which is well pleasing in his sight, through 
Christ Jesus ; to whom be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen! 


Per " 
AYLETT RAINS, Clerk. 


ELOQUENCE OF SHERLOCK. 

Bishop Sherlock, in one of his sermons, 
has the following elegant passage, which is 
quoted by Mr. er Mcadpeciezece Rhe- 
toric belles lettres, as a remarkably 
fine example of the figure of personification. 
The author is comparing our Saviour with 
Mahomed : 

¢ Go (says he,) to your natural religion, 
lay before her, Mahomet and her disciples 
arrayed in armour and blood, riding in tri- 
umph over the spells of thousands who fell 
by his victorious sword,—show her the eit- 
ties which he set in flames, the countries 
which he ravaged and destroyed, the miser- 
able distress of all the inhabitants of the 
earth. When she has reviewed them in this 
scene, carry her into his retirement—show 
her the prophet’s chamber ; his concubines 
and his wives ; and let him hear him allege 
revohution and a divine commission, to justi- 
fy his adultery and lust. When she is tired 
of this prospect, then show her the blessed 
Jesus, humble, meek, doing good to the sons 
of men. Let her see him in the most retir- 
ed privacies, and let her follow him to the 
mound and hear his devotion and suplication. 
Carry her to his table, to view his poor fare, 
and hear his heavenly discourse. Let her 
attend him to the tribunal, and consider the 
patience with which he endured the scoffs 
and reproaches of his enemies. Lead her 
to his cross ; let her view himin the agony 
of death, and hear his last prayer for his 





persecutors ; Father, forgive them for they 


know not what to do. When natural religion 
has thus viewed both, ask her which is the 
prophet of God? But her answer we have 
already had, when she saw part of this scene | 
thro’ the eyes of the centurion, -who attend-' 
ed at the cross. By himshe spoke and said, | 
‘ Truly this man was.the son of God.’ 

This says Blair,is more than elegant ; it | 
is truly sublime. The whole passage is an- | 
imated ; and the figure rises at the conclu- | 
sion, when Natural Religion, who was be-. 
fore only a spectator, is introduced as speak- | 
ing by the centurion’s voice. It has the, 
better effect too, when it occurs at the con-— 
clusion of a discourse, when we naturally | 
look for most warmth and dignity. 





REFLECTIOS ON MARRIAGE. | 

Did young people seriously consider the | 
important change which marriage must ne- | 
cessarily produce in their situation, how | 
much more cautious would it make them in | 
their choice of a companion for life. Alas! 
what will avail the graces of the finest fig- 
ure, the most captivating address, or the 
assemb of all that is ensnaring, if the 
heart is depraved, or the conduct impru- 
dent !—The gayest associate of the convival | 
hour may be the dullest, the most unfit 
company for the domestic circle: and he_ 
who is never satisfied but when he is in a'| 
crowd, or when engaged in scenes of pleas- | 
ure, is very unlikely to make a tender or} 
prudent husband—should-sickness or dis- 
tress draw near, depend upon it he would 
fly from their approach. If beauty alone ex- 
cited his passion, it would cease to Rist) 
when you are deprived of those attractions 
on h it was founded. If fortune was 
his inducement, that will likewise lose its 
value in his sordid mind, and the very per- 
son who brought him the wealth for which 
he sighed, will be considered as the grand 
obstacle to his enjoyment. Too often is 
this unpleasant picture to be seen in many 
discontented families, which a little serious 
reflection might have prevented being so un- 
fortunately realized. Never be prevailed 
upon to yield your heart to any one, howev- 
er he may shine in the gay circles of the 
world, if you are convinced that. he has no 
relish for a retired life. The man who likes 
every house better than his own, will scarce- 
ly take the trouble of making his home 
agreeable to others whilst # is disgusting to 
himself. It will be the only place in which 
he will give way to his discontent and ill 
humour. Such people are for ever stran- 
gers to the dear delights of the social state, 
and all the real feo ara of a well-regulated 
family. He that is indiscriminately at home, 
is never at home, and he feels himself a 
stranger or a visitor amidst his closest con- 
nexions.—Mus. Bonnote. 

“ Better is the poor that walketh in his 
integrity, than he that is perverse in his lips, 





and is 2 fool.” 


FROM SKETCHES OF SOCIETY. 
MOURNING. : 

“Black is the sign of mourning,” sa 
Rabelais, “ because it is the colour of dark- 
ness, which is melancholy, and the opposite 
of white, which is the colour of light, of joy, 
of happiness.” 

The early poets asserted that souls, after 
death, went into u dark and gloomy empire. 
Probably it is in consonance with this idea 
that they imagined black was the most con- 

enial colour for mourning. The Chinese 
and the Siamese choose white, conceiving 
that the dead become beneficent genii. 

In Turkey, mourning is composed of blue 
or violet ; in Ethiopia of gray ; and at the 
time of the invasion of Peru by the Span- 
iards, the inhabitants wore it of mouse col- 
our. Amongst the Japanese, white is the 
sign of mourning and black of rejoicing. In 
Castile mourning vestments were formerly 
of white conga. The Persians clothed them- 
selves in brown, and they, their whole fami- 
ly, and all their animals, were shaved. In 
Lycia the men wore female habiliments dur- 
ing the whole of their mourning. 

At Argos people dressed themselves in 
white, and prepared large feasts and enter- 
tainments. At Delos they cut off their hair, 
which was deposited upon the sepulchre of 
the dead. The Egyptians tore their bosoms, 
and covered their faces with mud, wearing 
clothing of the colour of yellow, or dead 
leaves. 

Amongst the Romans, the wives were obli- 
ged to weep the death of their husbands, and 
children that of their father, during a whole 
year. Husbands did not mourn for their 
wives, nor fathers for their children unless 
a were upwards of three years old. 

he full mourning of the Jews continues 
for a year, and takes place upon the death 
of parents. The children do not put on 
black, but are obliged to wear, during the 
whole year, the clothes which they had on 


at the death of their father, without being | 
allowed to change them, let them be ever so ' 


tattered. They fast on the anniversary of 
his death, every year. Second mourning 
lasts a month, and takes place on the demise 
of children, uncles and aunts. During that 


period they dare neither wash themselves, 


shave, nor perfume themselves, nor even cut 
their nails. Thev do not eat in Common in 
the family, and the husband and the wife live 
separately. Slight mourning continues only 
for a week, and is worn on the decease of a 
husband or a wife. On returning from the 
funeral obsequies, the husband, wearing his 
mourning habits, washes his hands, uncov- 
ers his feet, and seats himself on the ground, 
remains in the same posture, and continues 
to groan and weep, without paying attention 
to any occupation, until the seventh day. 
The Chinese, when they are in mourning, 
wear coarse white cloth, and weep three 
years for the loss of the departed. The 


magistrate no longer exercises his functions, 
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the counsellor suspends his suits, and hus- | im the abodes of glory. We say, it is im- 


bands and wives, as with the Jews, live apart 
from each other. 


three years. 
The mourning of the Carribees consists 

in the cutting off their hair, and in fasting 

rigorously until the body putrify ; after which 

they indulge in excesses, to drive all sad- 

ness away from their minds. 

Te o-eeneinmennetiemnstetneiientimeenieeamtemnien 


PROVIDENCE, 
Sarurpay, DecempBer 9, 1826. 

















** Earnestly contend for the faith.” 
Or 
YOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY, 
No. 2.—The Doctrine of the Trinity Scrip- 
turally Disproved. 
When again resuming the subject on the 


,trinity, we would just remind our respecta- 


ble readers, once tor all, that we hope to be 
excused for the various apparent repetitions 
in this and our former piece, for we are not 
at all fond of-tautological expressions, al- 
though somewhat dissimilar, no further than 
to have enough said to be explicit on the 
point in all its important bearings, in order 
to refute, candidly, some of the gross errors 
which abound largely in this country with 
the orthodox class of believers, and particu- 
larly this item of their fach. 

Moreover, besides Stephen’s own state- 
ment, we have diverse other scripture asser- 
tions, which we have alread, selected and 
quoted in full, in our former communication, 
which fully corroborates his ideas, that 
Christ does “ sit on the right hand of God” 
in heaven. We wauld again urgently recom- 
mend them to the careful perusal of our 
readers, ta be well considered, and see 
whether they do not teach, undeniably, the 
sentiment, that Christ is a distinct being from 
the Father in heaven, as much so as he was 
when he was on earth. Why should Christ 
be called “‘the Son of man” in heaven, if 
he were actually the Father—“ the same in 
substance ?”? Is the Father always to be 
called there “the Son?” Are there three 


infinite, distinct persons in heaven ? Can “ the: 


oly Ghost” which influenced Stephen, call 
the other two persons his Son and his Fa- 
ther ? Can the Father say to the Son, “ my 
Father ?”’ Can the son say to the Holy Ghost, 
“my Father ?”’ Can the Father say to the 
Holy Ghost, “ my Son ?”” Or rather, are all 
these names, Father, Son and the Holy 
Ghost, synonymous ? All this isto be under- 
stood as taking place in hearen above. If 
we should answer the foregoing questions, 
according to our real opinion, it would be 
firmly in the negative—but if the doctrine of 
the trinity can any way possibly be proved 
true, we should reply in the affirmative. It 
is utterly irreconcilable to us, how the Son 
can be “the same in substance” of the infi- 


Young people live in se- 
clusion, and cannot marry until the end of 





ee 


possible, and the scriptures grant it. 

But our trinitarian believers may object 
and say, that we have considered only one 
text, and other similar ones, for there are 
others, they say, which prove the doctrine, 
such as the following one— Go ye, there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and ofthe Holy Ghost.” St. Matt. xxviii. 
19.—This portion of Sacred Writ does not 
contain one particle of proof in favor of the 
trinity. There are three distinct beings 
mentioned, to be sure, but not one word said, 
nor an idea expressed or implied, that these 
three are one, or that one is equal to three, 
or any one of them “the same in substance” 
with the others. This text nor the context 
advances no such opinion. The context 
positively disproves it, the verse preceding 
the one above quoted, says, ‘‘ And Jesus 
came and spake unto them, (the disciples,) 
saying, all power is gircn unto »t¢ in heaven 
and in earth.” Now it is contended, by the 
trinitarians, that because Christ said, all 


it makes hin Supreme ; as _ no other Weing, 
they say, can have all power in heaven, but 
the Supreme. But we would ask, how came 
one infinite Supreme Being to give all 
his power to another, (if any thing more be 
intended by this. expression, than comrnuni- 
cable power ?) Would not this process of 
giving up all power (except in the sense 
above mentioned) from one infinite Being to 
another, deprive, or destroy or impairyyver 

ggsentially and materially the giver ?~ 
| passing strange how it can be, tha) 
should be three infinite beings, each om 
“the same in substance” with the others, 
and then finally, it is asserted, there is but 
one. The words now under consideration, 
do not say, the Father is three, the Son is 
|three, the Holy Ghost is three, separately, 
| or all taken, collectively, they make only one. 
There is nothing mentioned neither about 
| “* the same in substance, equal in power and 
glory.”” They are three distinct persons, 
and the two last are dependent on the first, 
‘as much as a man, his wife and child are 
three separate individuals. Now, it is well 
known, that, the man and his wife are called 
one, and one might with strict propriety in- 
clude the child and pronounce them all one ! 
But who would even think that the wife was 
“ the same in substance” with the husband, 
or the child the same as the wife, the father 
the same as the child, and the child the same 
as the father. No trinitarian would plead 
this ; but it is just as correct, just as true, 
just as scriptural as the doctrine of the trini- 
ty ! Now, a father might give up all his pos- 
sessions to his child, and give it ‘‘ full pow- 
er” to inherit and use them as it sees fit, 
yet this circumstance would not transform 
the child into “the same in substance” of 
the father, nor the father be converted into 









power is given me in heaven and in earth,” } 


to it. We will ask one more question on 
this point, and we will close this paragraph. 
If “ all power” were given unto Jesus, andhe 
then became Supreme, by the Father how 
large a portion was given to the Holy Ghost, 
“ the same in substance,” at the same time, 
to make him the third person, infinitely Su- 
preme ? Mysrery has an undoubted right to 
answer. 

Again, the expression of Christ when 
he says, “My Father and I are one,” 
prove nothing to the purpose ; for if the Fa- 
ther and the Son make one entire and per- 
fect being, how easy it isto see, that “ the 
Holy Ghost”’ is not @s much as brought in- 


to any notice. Iftwo beings make one, in 
this case, three 4 vu more.—T his 
would be no trinii if we make 


additions to a perfeet whole, we should cer- 
tainly add something that was not necessa- 
ry—we cannot add nor diminish, with pro- 





priet consistency in things of this na- 
turéy. toa perfect os Saas the Father and 
the not possibly make one, if the 
Holy were deficient, and if the Father 


e Son together do make one, then by 
parity of reasoning, if we add the 
Holy Ghost to that one, we come to the same 
conclusion as before stated, in making one 
aggregate of one and a half. This passage 
does not prove the trinity in any shape, but 
absolutely disproves it. 

Again, another passage which the trinita- 
rians make much use of is found in St. John 
i. 1.— In the beginning was the word, and 
the word was with God, and the word was 


God.” Onl creme ‘WE idly, kind r 

*‘ the word — with »’ and how cou 
the word be the same as God, and yet be 
with him ? How can we account, also, for 
the expression—“ In the beginning was the 
word”—if the word absolutely means the 
sel/-cxistent and eternal God ? For it says in 
the 90th Psalm, that “‘ God is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting :” but John says, “‘In the 
beginning was the word”—now if the word 
have a beginning, how will this agree with 
God who has no beginning nor end? Some 
may say, that the expression, “In the be- 
ginning”’ has no reference to the eternity of 
“ the word,” or rather has no allusion to it, 
either a long or short duration. But we say 
it evidently has, and fairly disproves the 
eternal existence of ‘the word’’—there- 
fore, it cannot signify the same as God—as 
the followiug words immediately come after, 
“the word was with God.” If both are 
equal, and “the same in substance,” how 
in the nature of things can they be “ with’? 
one another ? It is not our object at this. 
time to give our views of what we sincérel 
understand by these words, but our main 
motives are to show that they do not prove, 
in any shape at all, the doctrine of the’ trin- 
ity ! We are solely considering the fallacy 
and the weak ground on which this doctrine 
is predicated. 








nite Jehovah, and yet “ si on his right hand” 


the child, by giving away all his possessions 


« Further, how can the above words of St. 
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John prove the trinity, when there is no 
mention made of “ the Holy Ghost ?” There 
are but two-persons mentioned. It does 
not say nor even intimate, that the word 
consisted of three persons, or that God was 
three, there is nothing said about it. It is 
remarkably strange that any theologian, who 
can read the Bible, either in the original 
Greek or the English version, should ever 
attempt, from them, to make three beings 
out of two, even when these two are sepa- 
rate and distinct beings. This is strely a 
great mystery, and a mere solecism—yet 
how fond we find the orthodox are to use 
words and explain scripture ‘“ without knowl- 
edge.” 

Also, the words of St. Paul, first of Tim- 
othy ii. 5. “For theré is one God, and 
one mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus,” fully prove that God is 
one, and Christ the mediator is one; for 
Christ is “the mediator between God and 
men.” How can Christ act as a mediator 
between God and men, and yet be Godiat the 
game time ? What sense is there in thé word 
“ between,” if both are one? God poe 
act between himself, for it says God isome ; 
Christ cannot act between hiraself and God, 
ifhe be God, for he is “ the one mediator.” 
These words of Paul prove beyond doubt, 
that God ‘is one, Christ is one ; now how can 
these frro whole oncs, as distinctly mentioned 
4s any thing can be in the universe, mean 
only one, when it says, “ the mediator is one 
between God and men.” The trinity can- 
not be true, if there be any sense or mean- 
ing to these words. We-would also remark 
further for particular notice, that there is not 
one single word said here about “ the Holy 
Ghost.” How does it happen that the Holy 
Ghost is never mentioned by the inspired 
writers, in such ‘passages, if it be absolutely 
and truly God? The Holy Ghost is of as 
much consequence to have mentioned, if it 
be “the same in substance” with God and 
the. Son, as to mention, generally, the other 
two. Why exclude it ? Because the ‘doc- 
trine is not true, for inspiration would not 
have been written in such language, if it 
were. The inspired writers of God knew 
what was true, and they wrote as “they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

Middleboro,’ 1826. R. C#### 





FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
The readers of the Telescope and Mis- 
cellany will discover by reference to an ar- 
ticle addressed to the editor of Zion’s Her- 
ald, in our last number, the illiberal remarks 


made by that editor upon the suspension of 


our publication. Ifwe were dissatisfied with 
those remarks, we haye been as much grat- 
ified with the following, which we copy fromm 
the (Warren) Northern Star. Weare much 
pleased with the candour displayed by the 
editor, to whom we may be permitted to ex- 
- press our sincere thanks, for this timely dis- 
play of that pure spirit of benevolence, tow- 








ards us, which characterise his remarks,— 
Were all our opponents like him, how soon 
would the contentions of this world cease, 
and the all-powerful voice of reason and rev- 
elation operate upon the hearts of the chil- 
dren of men! That this spirit may be speed- 
ily possessed by all opponents, is the earn- 
pe prayer of ates whe. in behalt of the late 
Editors, thus publickly atknowledges this 
kindness, and subscribes himself 
RIGEN. 

“It appears by a notice in the last Chris- 
tian Telescope, that the publication of that 
paper must soon be discontinued unless an 
increase of its patronage was speedily reali- 
zed. This must be a source of regret to 
the citizens of Rhode-Island, although they 
may be unfriendly to the cause which that 
paper advocates; they must certainly be 
liberal enough to wish every denomination 
success in laying their particular tenets be- 
fore the publick, to the end that they may 
be refuted if wrong, and received if true.— 
Forur own part, we are independent e- 
hough to acknowledge ourselves the oppos- 
ers of the doctrine of universal salvation, and 
yet We should be very sorry to see the pub- 
lication of their periodical work suspended.” 

Northern Star. 





The following communication is address- 
ed to the Editor of the HopKinsian Maga- 
zine, because he is the only individual who 
is responsible to the publick, for libelous 
communications, inserted over a fictitious 
signature. And it is the editor alone, who 

to Be answerable for the disgraceful; 
lander of his correspondents, until he dis- 
cléses the real name of that abusive writer. 
Give ns, therefore, the real name of “* Senex 
Juvenus,” or we must hold you accountable 
for all the abominations which it contains. 
Epiror. 
FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 


To the Rev. Otis Thompson, Editor of the 
Hopkinsian Magazine. 
Sir, 

The writer of this has had a partial ac- 
quaintance with you, and he believed the 
good opinion he had formed of you as a 
christian minister, had not been misplaced ; 
knowing, sir, that you differed from Univer- 
salists in matters of faith as respects the 
christian religion, and in some respects as 
to ordinances ; he thought that these were 
the principal points of difference ; but how 
much did he find himself deceived ; when 
he found in the Hopkinsian Magazine for 
October, language employed towards the 
Universalists, which you, sir, would not be 
willing to use against any single individual 
of our churches in good standing ; nay, nor 
would you adopt such language, towards the 
members of our societies, or the Church or 
Society in this place, and call their names, 
charging them with being such characters as 
you represent the Universalists to be: We 


specting the religion of Christ, examined, 
canvassed, and attempts made to disprove 
them ; but sir, the man who attempts to in- 
jure our private characters, by untounded 
and false accusations, ought not, nor will he 
go unpunished, let him have ever so good an 
opinion of his own piety and holiness ; nor 
shall his profession screen him from being 
held up to public view, that he may be avoid- 
ed by the wise and good, whatever their spec- 
ulations may be with-regard to the doctrines 
taught by the Saviour. 


Ever since the formation of the Universal- 
ist Society in this town, attempts have been 
made secretly and openly to hinder people 
from reading, or hearing preached, the sen- 
timents of Universalists, and in one instance 
at least has similar language (which is held 
in the piece to which I have reference) been 
made use of to a congregation in this town ; 
and what is the object, in using this kind of 
language, if it be not to slander a denomina- 
tion of people, to misrepresent, and injure 
their reputation in the eyes of those who 
may not be acquainted with them ? but my 
readers will wish to know what has appeared 
so offensive in your publication. A few ex- 
tracts will therefore be given in answer.— 
** Of the Universalists it may be truly said, 
that they choose the way of enmi!y against God 
and his law, and live in impenitence ond diso- 
bedience to his holy commands.” Thou 
shouldst remember, that one of the laws of 
thy God is, “ Thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness against thy neighbour.” “ They hale 
the salvation of the gospel, as much as the 
hate the conditions of salvation ; and they hale 


heaven itself as much as they hate the way to 


i.” Please now to hear St. Paul—“ Thou 
art inexcusable, O ! man, whosoever thou art 
that judgest.” “To his own master he 
standeth or falleth.” Again, you assert, 
“ If christians have not abundant and decisive 
evidence, from the character, the designs, the 


conduct and the law of God, as well as from 


the gospel of Jesus Christ, against the notions 
of Uniersalists ; yet the general character, 
conduct and spirit of the Universalists afford 
such evidence.” Is not this thrust designed 
to injure the private character of those who 
profess faith in God’s unlimited mercy, and- 
who in their daily walk and conversation are 
as exemplary, and as worthy members of so- 
ciety as yourself? “ Out of thine own mouth 
will I condemn thee.” 
this piece and say thou, if the spirit of thy 
divine Master, whom thou professest to serve 
is to be discovered in it. —“ If any man have 
not the spirit of Christ he is none of his,”— 


One more extract and I have done, aftera’ 


few remarks. ‘“* Though the Universalists are 
so various and changeabie with respect to 

foundation of their persuasion, yet they are 
umied and uniform in tii xiv opposition to every 
doctrine and duly of the gospel.” This de 
claration beggars all the extracts that I have 
before made ; it is probably the most abusive 
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— 
support a once popular system of theology, | 
but which is now so blended with Arminian- | 
jsm, that its features are almost lost. 

Ihave to request you, sir, in your next. 
number, either to attempt a defence of these | 
statements, especially the last extract, or in| 
the spirit of a christian who has wronged 
his neighbour, to acknowledge the wrong | 
done. They have gone abroad on the wings | 
of the print, and many have seen them who ; 
will, in all human probability, never have an |, 
opportunity of seeing your acknowledgment : 
of these wrongs, ora defence of them. The 
piece is wholly assertions without proof; and 
suppose I should say you opposed every doc- 
trine and duly of the gospel ; that your gen-_ 
eral character was such as to give sufficient | 
evidence of the fact, that your notions were 
false, that you hated the salvation of the gos- 
pel, and even heaven itself, as much as the 
way to it: that you was ah enemy lo God 
and his law, and lived in impenitence and | 
disobedience to his holy commands —W ould 
you not be among the first to pronounce it 
scandal of the blackest die ? Sir, it appears’ 
to me that I might verily be considered in} 
the eyes of community, were I thus to de-| 
scend, a slanderer, and aseli righteous phar- | 
isee. 

Shall a whole denomination sit down con- 
tented and have their private characters at- 
tacked in this way ? Ifso, to what a situa- 
tion is community brought, when such lan- | 
guage is not only put on paper, but printed 
and circulated in publications professedly | 
religious ! Are the conductors of such peri-" 
odica!s aware, that something more substan- | 
tial is needed to put a stop to the rapid in- 
crease of Universalism in our land and 
country ? You must use the “ sword of the 
spirit, which is the word of God ;” and if 
you find it. on the side of universal and im- 
partial grace, resorting to slander and de- 
traction will not ; be assured it will not an- 
swer your purpose. Time was in this fa- 
voured land, when priestcraft or the decla- 
rations of a priest must not be questioned, 
at least they must not by their hearers ; but 
those days are gonie by, I trust, never to re- 
turn: and it is certain they never will, if 
the people are true to their own interests. 

Permit me to ask you, sir, one plain ques- 
tion—Have you not, wilfully and knowingly, 
violated two of the most important obliga- 
tions which the christian religion enjoins on 
all its professors in the above mentioned ful- 
minations ? Namely—‘ Speak evil of no 
man”—As also the obligation of a higher 
character than those of faith and hope— 
CHARITY. Can you, sir, seriously re- 
view “the hard speeches” and the unfriend- 
ly language which you have employed 
against the Universalists, and then appeal to 
the Searcher of all hearts, to witness that 
you are not conscious of having abused and 
msrepresented them ? 

“ Though I have all faith so as to remove 
mountains—T hough I have the gift of proph- 


ais 





followmg sentiment—*‘ 


esy, and understand all mysteries, and all 
knowledge—Though I bestow all my goods 
to feed the poor, and though I give my body 
to be burned, and have not charity, it profit- 
eth me nothing.” 

Your injured friend, in behalf of the Uni- 
versalists. Sam. W. WHEELER. 


The following piece has recently been 
copied into the Religious Messenger of 
this town, and it gives me much satisfaction 
to be assured that our opponents are evi- 
dently coming on to the ground of the Uni- 
versalists, at least with regard to the senti- 
ments.to be taught children ; and may we 
not rejoice when we see any indication of a 
change in our religious opposers. Take the 
hey (the children) 
should be clearly convinced that the relig- 
ion of Christ, so far from being a system of 
terror and gloom, is identified with the hap- 
piness of time us well as the destinies of eter- 
nity.” 
‘* Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.”’ TIMOTHY. 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 
The religious education of children ought! 
to be commenced tn very early life. » The in- 


| fant mind opens faster than we are aware. 


This is the true reason why very young chil- 
dren are almost always thought to be pecu- 
liarly promising. Their intellect outruns in 
its progress our utmost expectations. In this 
tender age, the mind lays hold of every thing 
it is taught. Its understanding and 1 

flection are then unoccupied, and the 
tions are remarkable tender, susceptible, and 
vigorous ;—and from this cause is derived 
the remarkable fact so commonly observed, 
that earliest impressions influence the char- 
acter and the life beyond all others, and re- 
main strong and vivid when almost all others 
are obliterated for ever. The younger the 
child, in many cases, the more favourable 
the opportunity for usefulness which is pre- 
sented to the teacher. 

In the religious instruction of children, the 
only disposition cherished and displayed should 
be thai of tender affection.—The spirit of the 
religion of Jesus is love—and the temper 
which is enjoined in the whole system of 
christianity is love. The conduct then of 
the teacher who attempts the tuition of chil- 
dren in severity and harshness, contradicts 
the plainest and most palpable declarations 
ofthe Bible he explains.—The exhortations 
of an unkind teacher are always hated, while 
an affectionate instructer is viewed by his 
pupil as his beloved friend. By a teacher of 
this character more good can often be done 
in a day, than by:an austere one in a life.— 
Children are to be drawn with “ the cords of 
love, and the bands of a man.”” Truth, es- 
pecially religious truth, to children should 
always be exhibited with engaging attrac- 
tion and allurement. They should be clear- 
ly convinced that the religion of Christ, so 


Go on brethren, the Saviour ‘says,/ 





far from being a system of terror and gloom, 


-_— 


is identified with the happiness of time as 
well as the destinies ‘of eternity. While the - 
exhibition of religion ought always to cor- 
respond with the solenifiity of its intrinsic 
character, and of its final consummation in 
the invisible world, it ought, at the same 
time, to be explained to children mote es- 
pecially, in its cheerful serenity and loveli- 
ness, the source of thé purest peace, of the 
most solid consolation, of the most refined 
joy. Thus, while its solemnity will awe, its 
endearments will inspire hope and engage 
affection. 





APPEAL TO UNIVERSALISTS. 





FROM THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 


That the present condition of the world is 
not as it should be, is a proposition which no 
universalist will deny. Although light and 

wledge are rapidly increasing, yet the 

of thousands are neither irradiated 

former, nor disenthralled by the re-* 

ng principles of the latter. It is true 

at much has already been done towards 
demolishing the strong holds of bigoted er- 
ror ; but so long as there is, on the footstool 
of God, an unenlightened soul, there remains 
an important work to be done by those who 
have been converted to a knowledge of the 
truth. The present period is an eventful 
one. Unborn generations will either be ben- 
efitted by the labours of our hands, or injur- 
ed by our apathy or indifference. The ef- 
forts of enlightened ‘and liberal christians 
will either hei the devil of the world, or 
render his roarings more intolerable and 
alarming. For so long as ignorance and 
duplicity remain for the monster to feed up- 
on, he will live, and in his train will be found 
the preachers of his eternity, and the admi- 
rers of his craft. The struggle for victory, 
herefore, will be worse than useless, unless 
it shall be entirely successful ; and hence 
we may conclude, that it is the duty of every 
universalist to be “ up and doing.” 

It is fondly believed, that every sincere 
universalist is duly impressed with the im- 
portance of activity and untiring persever- 
ance in the cause of truth and gospel liberty, 
Nay, we know that our brethren are gener- 
ally disposed to make every reasonable ex- 
ertion and all necessary sacrifices, to extend 
the cause of our God and of his Christ. But 
without union and co-operation the best exe 
ertions will be unavailing. Two things ap- 
pear, therefore, to be essential to the pros- 
perity of our cause. First, a concentration 
of our strength ; secondly, the use of such 
means as are wisely adapted to the end in 
view. 

Relative to the first, it may be remarked, 
that as a body, the universalists are numer 
ous, and highly respectable. We are aware 
that this statement may be denied, by our 
opponents ; but in many places it is appa- 
rent, that the weight of character and infre 
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ence, is decidedly on cur side. Indeed, in 
most places where a fair trial has been made, 
it has appeared, that our bigoted opponents 
are in the minority® And we aver, that could 
the proper steps be taken, in nine places out 
of ten a similar result would be realized.— 
But the truth is this ; there are hundreds of 
universalists who contribute—and often lib- 
erally, for the support of our opponents ! 
Being destitute of such preaching as they 
inwardly areoes, and half believing “ any 
preaching is better than none,” they contrib- 
ute for the support of,error! This practice 
strengthens the hands, and encourages the 
hearts of our opponents, and also weakens 
and paralizes the exertions of our own body. 
We doubt not that many of our brethren who 
have done thus, have acted from upright 
motives ; but the practice is radically wrong, 
and should be abolished entirely. ~ Our 
friends should not go upon the prin that 
error answers as a substitute for t : ond 
owe have sometimes thought that a univers 

ist, who gives of his substance for the su 

port of orthodox error, is unworthy of th 

name of a devout follower of our Redeemer. 
If we judge correctly, the universalist is 
bound by the most solemn obligations to ab- 
stain from giving any thing to aid the cause 
of error. It is treason against the princi- 
ples of moral right, to pull down with one 


hand, and build up with the other; and we | 


appeal to evety honest heart in confirmation 
of the foregoing statements.—We say in the 


tribute of their earthly things for his sup-,; In Cumberland, by Rev. Mr. Cutler, Mr, 

port. We are of the opinion, therefore, that Wilber Wheaton, to Miss Ruth Ann Peck, 

preachers should not be called upon to la-| both of that town. 

bour in the vineyard of our Lord, unless it' In Smithfield, 23d uli. by Rev. Mr. Cut- 

is previously ascertained that a reasonable ler, Mr. Adolphus Beals, of Cumberland, to 

compensation can be made for their servi- | Miss Sarah Jenckes, of Smithfield. 

ces, God only knows the sufferings of | oven 

preachers, to which they are oftentimes sub- DIED, 

jected by the carelessness of their friends ;! [py this town, on Monday evening last, 

and it is hoped that the time is at hand when | Mrs, Lydia Gideon, in the 87th year of her 

many of their troubles will be removed, by ! age. 4 

the attention of the brethren to these things., “On Wednesday last, Susan Martin, daugh- 
But it is often the case that preachers can- | ter of Mr. Luther Woodward, in the 3d year 

not be obtained ; and what shall be done to! of her age. 

supply the defect ? Answer ; encourage 4b-| Qn the 28th ult. Mrs. Hannah Moody, 

eral publications. We are sometimes sur- aged 85 years, a native of the city of New- 

prised at the want of attention to such im-! York. 

portant vehicles of information. besny are | ; 

many who plead poverty as an excuse for rand ™“ ieee Tne ee 
: ven ‘le } NOTICE. 

ee 2 Sete Sees Sn meee | One week, from the reception of this No, 


they expend ten times the amouut ofthe mo-|_ . e 
ney required to pay for it, in the } -neroner | will be allowed to subscribers, to make pay- 


of things entirely unnecessary. e speak | Ment in advance. 
Siviliedly on this subject. We find by ex-|——— 

erience that most of our delinquent subseri- | 

ers are in the habit of spending ten times | 
ithe amount of the price of a paper, for that | 
which does them no good and oftentimes es- 
sential harm ; and many of those who refuse | 








*JUST RECEIVED, 
At No. 110 1-2, Westminster-Street, 
A REPLY to a Tract, published by the 
American T. Society, entitled “4 Strange 





itv, are entitled to the same observation.— | !0 for 25 cents, if for distribution. 
We would exhort such brethren to look a-| ° VOUT 


| bout them, and form the .resolution to live | PreLavooat 
e 


up to the spirit ofthe age. Energy in the | 
C HE SURSCRIBERS Respectfully inform. the 


Thing””—by the Universalist Book Society _ 
d C a ; 
to patronise our works on account of pover-, New-York—16 pages, 4 cents single— , 


language of Christ, “ He that is not for us is | work.of reform, should be the motto of every 
agawst us ;"—and we candot serve God and | universalist—devotedness to the cause 

Mammon, nor error and truth at the same |truth should characterize every believer in 
time. We call on our brethren, therefore, | thé impartial goodness of God! As an ex- 
to unite under the banner of TRUTH, and so} ample worthy of imitation we give the fol- 
effect a concentration of our strength, as to; lowing. A friend and believer recently in- 
make an end of every thing like dotchle- | formed us that he had, for a long time ex- 
mindedness, Let societies be formed and | pended twenty-five cents a week for ardent 
attended to ; let a firm compact be formed spirits, but recently, on counting the cost, 
of the lovers of truth ; and let those who had ascertained that it amounted to thirteen 
minister in heavenly things be known, en-| dollars a year ! The impropriety of incurring 
couraged, and supported. | this unnecessary expense had stared him in 


In relation to the means necessary to se- 
cure the triumph of truth, a great deal might 
be said. It is hardly necessary to contend, 
that preachers should be encouraged, for it 
is EvipENT that they are pre-eminently use- 
ful in disseminating the gospel : and God 
has appointed them as instruments to declare 
his salvation. The heralds of God’s salva- 
tion claim no particular affinity with the lov- 
ers of “ fat salaries,” but they claim, and 
should receive, a comfortable subsistence. 
We hold it to be self-evident, that the exor- 
bitant demands of the clergy are wicked ;but 
it is as evident, that he who spends his 
strength, his time, and his very life, without 
a reasonable expectation of a comfortable 
support for himeelf and family, has denied 
the faith, and is worse then an infidel ! If this 
be true, it follows, that a minister of the gos- 
pel is criminal if he labours, for any consid- 
erable time, among those who neglect, or 
refuse, to make reasonable exertions to con- 


the face ; and he had determined to avoid it, 
and to subscribe for the Gospel Advocate, 
and devote the remaining eleven dollarg to 
the support of preaching and the purchase 
of other publications !'—A noble resolution 
indeed! Brethren, we appeal to you—to 
your generosity, good sense and philanthro- 
phy ! Awake to righteousness and sin not ! 





5c A Reply to Theophilanthropisi ; and 
the continuation of An examination, Ke. are 
unavoidably omitted: they shall appear soon. 





It is expected, that the new Meeting- 
house, lately erected by the first Universal- 
ist Society, in Plymouth, Ms. will be dedica- 
ted on the 22d inst. 


MARRIED, 
In this town, on Sunday evening last, by 
Rey. Mr. Pickering, Mr. Samuel Burr, to 
Miss Mary-Ann Perry, all of this town. 











Public, that they have formed a conncaien dag)" 


business under the firm of 


‘CRANSTON & MARSHALL, 
(Office No. &, North-Main-St.) ° 
And are ready, at all times, to receyve and execute 
orders for Letter Press PRINTING, of any kiad, 
They have large founts of handsome Boox Trees, 
| and from a long experience, and strict attention to 
the business, they feel assured they shall be able to 
give satisfaction. ‘They have, also, just received a 
great varicty of Jon Tyres, from the newest cuts, 
which makes their assortment as complete as sny in 
Town. All Orders for Jon Parsrrxc, of any k.nd, 
with which they may be favored, shall be executed 
in the NEaTFST MaNNER, and with DESPATCH. 
Circulars, Blanks of all kinds, Checks, Cards, Ball 
Tickets, &c. &c. done in as good style as elsewhere. 
LOTTERY TICKETS; SHOW-BILLS, 
and any other work, done in Dirrenent Coxouns, in 
a Style inferiour ‘to none, and AT THE TIME 
PROMISED. BARZILLAI CRANSTON. 
December 2. WILLIAM MARSHALL. 
N. B.—STAMPS, &c. &c. for Manufacturers and 
others, done in Gotp and Sitver Lear, on reasona- 
ble terms, by Cc. & M. 





NOTICE. . 
3:>> The subscriber once more takes the 
liberty to call upon all those indebted to him 
for the former series of the Telescope, to 
make immediate payment. Subscribers at 
a distance who send money by mail, are re- 
quested to put it in as few bills as possible, 
as double and treble postage frequently takes 
off nearly all the profits. 4 
B. CRANSTON. 
. 








f—|(qa“ 


i 





